
Middlesex. March 1, 2010. May 19, 2010. 

Present: Marshall, C.J., Ireland, Spina, Cowin, Cordy, Botsford, 
& Gants, JJ. 

Homicide. Corporation, Criminal responsibility. Nursing Home. 

Indictments found and returned in the Superior Court 
Department on June 15, 2007. 

Questions of law were reported by Thomas A. Connors, J., to 
the Appeals Court. 

The Supreme Judicial Court granted an application for direct 
appellate review. 

Don Howarth, of California (Suzelle M. Smith, of California, 
R. Matthew Rickman. & Alathea E. Porter with him) for the 
defendant. 

Randall E. Ravitz, Assistant Attorney General, for the 
Commonwealth. 

The following submitted briefs for amici curiae: 
Kelly Bagby & Michael Schuster, of the District of Columbia, 

for AARP & others. 
Scott Harshbarger & Amy Crafts for Massacusetts Senior Care 

Association & another. 
Ben Robbins & Martin J. Newhouse for New England Legal 

Foundation & others. 
Harold J. Bressler & Ila S. Rothschild, of Illinois, & Marc 

C. Laredo for Joint Commission.
Max D. Stern & Alexandra H. Deal for Massacusetts 

Association of 766 Approved Private Schools. 
John J. Barter for Professional Liability Foundation, Ltd. 

COWIN, J. A resident of the Life Care Center of Acton 

COMMONWEAL TH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

NO: SJC-10546 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT FOR THE COMMONWEALTH 

AT BOSTON, May 19, 2010 

COMMONWEALTH 

vs. 

LIFE CARE CENTERS OF AMERICA, INC. 



   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

        

           

  

        
        

        
         
         

        
          



    
         
          

        
         
        

       

    

      

        

          

        

         

        

          

           

           
           
            

         
   

         
        

         
       

         
     
       

         
       
     

        
         
        

           
          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

     

   

       

          

       

         

        

        

        

      

     

        

        
        

  



     

        

 

         

      

     

       

   

     

    

 

 

     

    

    

   

     

      

     

   

    

         

          

         

           

         

          

         

               

       
           

         
        

          
          

       
        

           
    



 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

  

   



  

   

    

         

        

         

          

    

    

       

       

         

         

       

          
      
          
          

           
      

         
          

        
  

      
       
         

        
       

         



  

 

     

          

         

          

        

          

         

        

       

        

        

        

        

            

    

          

         

        

       

           

         

         

    



     

     

      

      

          

         

    

     

         

          

     

        

        

     

     

           

            

    

          

         

            

      

    



  

      

       

          

         

         

           

   

        

        

          

       

          

 

      

       

       

        

         

          

   

        

       

        



  

 

       

         

   

    

        

         

   

        

       

        

   

        

        

   

        

    

            

          

           

          

           

        

         

          



  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

 



 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

    

 



 

        

     

     

         

      

          

  

      

        

        

         

        

         

        

       

        

      

        

        

        

         

         

       

       

          



        

          

    

          

     

        

        

            

     

  

     

       

          

       

         

         

           

         

          

         

        

        

 

      

         

      



  

      

          

             

          

        

         

           

        

      

        

      

        

  

 

        
         

           
       
          
          

           
           
            

        




